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Data pipelines for modern complex astronomical instruments do not begin when the data is 
taken and end when it is delivered to the user.  Information must flow between the 
observatory and the observer from the time a project is conceived and between the 
observatory and the world well past the time when the original observers have extracted all 
the information they want from the data.  For the 300-fiber Hectospec low dispersion 
spectrograph on the MMT, the SAO Telescope Data Center is constructing a data pipeline 
which provides assistance from preparing and submitting observing proposals through 
observation, reduction, and analysis to publication and an afterlife in the Virtual 
Observatory.  We will describe our semi-automatic pipeline and how it has evolved over the 
first nine months of operation.

This description of Hectospec on TDC website is
used by the scientist planning to observe, the 
person reducing the data, and the VO user who
wants to understand what they are getting.
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